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ur primary aim is to bring to the centre of the current political discussion the

socio-economic, cultural and political problems faced by women. The Progressive

Women's Collective (PWC)constitutes individuals and groups aligned with feminist

and leftist ideals, and we are organised as a pressure group within the current

alternative political space. As such, the PWC has joined the National People’s
Power to bring the feminist agenda to the political programmes of the newly emerging political
movement in Sri Lanka.

The purpose of this document is to describe the key political positions of our group.

We take the position that women are an integral and important part of society. If we are to
understand the current social crisis, we must examine its infersectional and differential charac-
ter from a feminist standpoint. Because women are marginalized from the key socio-economic,
political, and cultural processes that affect them, women are often neglected, condemned to
inequality, and injustice. Such marginalization, characteristic of capitalism in general, has
become even more pronounced in the economic discourse of neoliberalism, which emerged
in the last few decades. Although women's situation seems to have improved superficially, this
process has, in fact, laid an unbearable pressure upon women. The structural and ideological
change that we, as feminists, envision, have not been addressed by these superficial changes.
Instead, it has led to the further exploitation and the commodification of women, furning her
info yet another object exploited for accumulating profits. Widows, single women, abandoned,
and differently abled women, particularly in post-war Sri Lanka, are most deeply affected by
this socio-cultural and economic situation.

Furthermore, as a result of the feminisation of labour, women have become the primary income
earners within the national economy. The economic changes brought about through this
process have led to precarious labour conditions for both women and men. Moreover, the
weakening of education, health, and the social security net in general directly impacts women.
Militarisation, ethno-religious extremism and the illiberal legal instruments that are being
infroduced under the guise of “natfional security” also oppress women by directly impacting
women'’s right to their bodies and freedoms. Laws affecting women are often written from a
patriarchal perspective with the infention of controlling women. Rather than considering the
issues faced by women as reflective of the larger crisis in society, women's issues are treated as
separafe and disconnected leading fo further exclusion and marginalisation. Therefore, we
believe that in order to fransform the status of women, we must be organised, and that all
women must be empowered to fight for their rights.

In fact, progressive and leftist women have a long history of leading many social and politfical
struggles in Sri Lanka. Therefore, feminism is not just another political perspective but a critical
and vital framework through which we can better understand the crisis within society as a
whole. At this moment when there is the possibility of a fransformative, alternative turn in our
society and polity, we emphasise that feminist praxis must be represented firmly within it.

We also note that the conservative and dominating interpretations of genderoppress, not only
women, but all those who are marginalised by mainstream society including the LGBTQI
communities. In wildly unequal situations, all those who are considered non-normative are
bound toface severe harassment and pressures. The rights of such persons have been largely
ignored by society. Therefore, we reject the heteronormative gender system that creates deep
inequalities, and subject those not privileged by the system to oppression and exploitation. We
strive for a society where all can enjoy equality, freedom, and lives free of such oppression and
harassment. Thus, by feminism we mean a praxis that addresses the issues faced by women, all
those living outside the heteronormative framework, trans persons, children, other marginalised
social groups,the infersections between them, as well as the the challenges posed to us by the
crises of environmental depletion.
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The role of the PWC
within the NPP

Sri Lankan politics has reached a critical juncture today. After more than 70 years of rule by a traditional
political class formed through various alliances, the desire for an alternative political force is
developingstrongly. We are a group of feminist individuals and organisations who are collectively
organized as the Progressive Women's Collective to work in solidarity with other members/groups of the
NPP.Our goal is to ensure that the issues faced by women become a central concern within the NPP
and that women who are traditionally marginalised from mainstream politics are able to come to the

forefront through this alternative space.

Our Demands

1. Support struggles against the economic inequalities that have been produced by the neo-liberal capi-

talist system

Find sustainable solutions for the economy currently based on precarious economic
groups and the informal sector

Introduce law reforms and regulate existing institutions in order to enhance industrial
democracy by affirming the right of workers to unionise and for collective bargaining

Prevent the recruitment of workers through man-power agencies that denies them their
rights as workers

Advocate for a living wage in the private sector so that people are able to earn an
adequate level of income without working overtime,thereby ensuring that the benefits of
economic growth are distributed among the majority

Affirm the need forrelevant reforms in sectors such as fisheries, agriculture and land reform
in order to uplift rural economies

Intfroduce financial reforms that will meet the economic needs of economically vulnera-
ble communities rather than the existing loan schemes promoted by banks and financial
companies that are exploiting women and driving them to suicide

Remove barriers that prevent women from engaging in the labour force and ensuring that
necessary services are provided to fulfil the responsibilities related to reproductive roles,
which should be regarded as a collective social responsibility

Ensure that migrant workers are frained in the relevant sectorsprior to migration and that
necessary protections are in place for them and their families

Increase the daily wage of estate workers to a minimum of Rs 1,000.00

2. Reform all laws that freat women unequally

Legal reforms that affirm women’s right to their bodies and their reproductive roles
Ensure individual rights in marriage and divorce
Reform Muslim personal laws

Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act and prevent the introduction of new laws such as
the Counter-Terrorism Act

Prevent the use of law and legal reforms that curtail minority rights

Formulate laws to prevent harmful traditional practices such as the dowry, male and
female circumcision efc.

Remove loopholes in laws and procedures relating to sexual violence and improve relat-
ed social protection services

Repeal laws that criminalize non-heterosexual behaviours and ensure legal protection for
all women regardless their chosen employment

Repeal Vagrant’s Ordinance and other laws which are used to criminalise working women

Affirm the land rights of female heads of households



- Reform all laws to be consistent with the principle that all individuals below 18 years are
children

3. Support the mainstreaming of the discussion on women's political participation and political roles

- Reform procedures within political parties to increase the participation of women in inter-
nal decision making bodies

- Change the existing violent and exploitative political culture
- Ensure the voting rights of migrant workers

- Introduce a quota of 50% for women in all elections

- Accept the right to life as a fundamental right

- Compulsory inclusion of women in all public decision-making bodies

4, Oppose the institutionalisation of all forms of violence in society including sexual harassment, domestic
violence, ragging, harassment in the workplace and in public transport, and corporal punishment

5. Oppose the gender stereotypes being reproduced through education, religion, media etc. and support
the development of alternative progressive ideologies and intervene to prevent the spread of regres-

sive and harmful myths, superstitions, fraditions, andattitudes efc.

6. Counter rising ethno-religious nationalismthrough sustained efforts to maintain inter-racial and inter-reli-
gious understanding, and support women who organize against xenophobic ideologies

7. Take policy decisions and allocate funds to ensure that the basic needs of individuals including educao-
tion, health, transport and housing efc. are met

8. Make sustainability and environmental protection an essential aspect of development policies

Purpose and Current Action

1. To strengthen the Progressive Women's Collective through collaboration with existing women's organi-
sations and activist women

2. To collectively present a women's manifesto to the NPP

3. To create an ideologically progressive and leftist environment within which women's issues can be
framed and discussed in political campaigns and beyond

4. To design political materials that can reach out to women who are currently mobilised around the right
wing, racist politics of mainstream parties

5. To initiate consultative public representation mechanisms in all districts to enable women to be heard

6. To build solidarities with regional, international, and global women's movements, and to develop links
with other women's movements for infernational and regional cooperation

7. To establish a research unit that studies social, economic, political, and cultural trends that affect
women and LGBTQI groups



